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New Automated Colony Counters
Offer World’s Most Sophisticated Colour Imaging

Cambridge, UK: Synbiosis, a world-leading manufacturer of automated
microbiological systems is pleased to introduce the new high specification
ProtoCOL SR and HR automatic colony counting and zone sizing systems.
These new additions to the market leading ProtoCOL range employ the
latest imaging technology, guaranteeing rapid automation of the greatest
variety of colony counting and zone measurement tasks.

The new look ProtoCOL SR and HR systems feature the latest digital
colour firewire camera technology, combined with unique LED lighting
arrays.  The optional colour differentiation module allows up to seven
different colony colours from one plate to be distinguished automatically,
generating accurate results for chromogenic media. This benefits
microbiologists who want precise images of plates containing mixed
populations of microorganisms.

Both systems have sophisticated LED lighting arrays above and below the
plate. These provide even illumination, making it easier to count colonies
and plaques or measure zones on a wide variety of media. Applications
include detecting difficult to visualise microorganisms such as black
Legionella spp. colonies on opaque agars, as well as measuring zones for
both pharmaceutical and clinical applications.  The main difference
between the systems is that ProtoCOL SR can detect colonies with a
0.2mm diameter, whereas the HR with its higher resolution camera, offers
four times the resolution of SR, allowing much smaller microcolonies to be
detected.

Simon Johns, International Product Manager for Synbiosis said: “We have
used the best available camera and LED lighting technologies in both the
ProtoCOL SR and HR systems. The powerful combination of this
technology makes these new systems extremely versatile and ideal for
microbiology laboratories routinely working with a wide range of sample
types or microorganisms.”
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