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A DIVISION OF THE SYNOPTICS GROUP

NEWS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Date: 30.10.08
-Copy Starts-
New ProtoCOL UV is world’s first
automated UV/Visible colony counter and zone sizing system

Cambridge, UK: Synbiosis, a world-leading manufacturer of automated micro-
biological systems, is proud to announce its new multi-application ProtoCOL UV;
automated colony counting and zone measurement system is now available. This
high specification system will ensure scientists save hours by rapidly, and

accurately counting colonies or imaging zones illuminated by UV or white light.

The ProtoCOL UV, based on up-to-the-minute imaging technology, has a high
resolution camera inside a light tight darkroom with built in UV and white light,
making it the only system currently on the market versatile enough to image
fluorescing and visible colonies, as well as inhibition zones. The system is easy to
connect to a PC allowing researchers to instantly capture, print and save accurate
images in a BMP format. The images can then be used for archiving or analysis

with new ProtoCOL V1.4 software, which is included with the system.

The ProtoCOL UV'’s universal darkroom is cleverly and safely designed for many
different applications. For example, it can accommodate standard pour, spiral or
surface inoculated plates, as well as large bioassay and Single Radial
Immunodiffusion (SRD) plates. The darkroom has a sliding, auto-locking door to
prevent accidental UV exposure and a filter drawer which means scientists can
add filters for visualising naturally fluorescing bacteria, such as Pseudomonas

fluorescens, or recombinant E.coli expressing green fluorescent protein.

Martin Smith of Synbiosis stated: “We are delighted to build on the success of our
long established ProtoCOL range to produce the next generation with our
ProtoCOL UV. The system’s innovative configuration allows scientists to switch
effortlessly between visible and UV light and its filter drawer ensures they can
image colonies fluorescing across the entire colour spectrum if, and when, they
need to. Any microbiologist or molecular biologist looking for a cost-effective, multi
application colony counting and zone sizing system will find ProtoCOL UV a
perfect solution.”
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For Further Information Contact:

Jayne Arthur, Synbiosis, Beacon House, Nuffield Road, Cambridge, CB4 1TF, UK.
Tel: +44(0) 1223-727125 Fax +44 (0) 1223-727101

Email: jayne.arthur@synbiosis.com Web site: www.synbiosis.com
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Note to Editors

About Synbiosis

Synbiosis is a world-leading supplier of integrated imaging solutions for automatic counting and
analysis of microbial colonies and zone measurement. The ProtoCOL and &COLyte systems
from Synbiosis are installed in food, pharmaceutical, environmental and research microbiology
laboratories world-wide. Synbiosis uses established distribution channels to market its
products internationally.

Synbiosis, founded in 1998 is a division of the Synoptics Group based in Cambridge UK. The
Group'’s other divisions, Syncroscopy and Syngene, specialise in digital imaging solutions for
microscopy and molecular biology applications respectively. Synoptics currently employs 40
people in its UK and US subsidiary operation.



